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“The Wisdom from Above”

James 3:13-18

 October 5th, 2014

James sets forth two very different life courses 

A. “Wisdom” from below

“Jealousy and selfish ambition” 

1. Jealousy 

_____________ is a neutral term: ranges from the positive to the ruinous 

2. Selfish ambition

A fierce desire to promote ones own ________________ to the exclusion others.

3 The root of jealousy and selfish ambition

a. ______________
b. ______________________
The tragic reverse of Romans 12:15: “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”

c. __________________
4. The fruit of jealousy and selfish ambition: “__________________ and every vile practice”

a. Disorder--a restless, fragmented state

b. Every vile practice

· Close connection between jealousy and murder: Cain and Abel

· ______________—verbal homicide.  We destroy one another’s reputation with our words.

· Envy is a form of suicide—it “__________ the bones” 


~Proverbs 14:30
· “It is a deadly sin, less because it destroys a person, than because it will not let him ____________.” 

~Henry Fairlie
· James brings us into an _______________ of grace in verses 17 and 18

B. The Wisdom from Above

 “God is not a God of confusion but of peace.”







~1 Corinthians 14:33

1. How to recognize wisdom

a. Meek: “Self-subduing gentleness”

b. A cluster of 7 ___________________
· “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,  gentle,  open to reason,  full of mercy & good fruits,  impartial and sincere.” 


~ verse 17
· Being precedes doing—who we are shapes what we say and do.

· We plant these graces in our hearts—in our culture

2. The Fruit of Wisdom: Peace

· Wisdom’s fruit is lovely and fragrant and compelling

· We need help from _______________
C. The Wisdom from above

· Jesus is “the ____________ of Peace” ~Isaiah 9:6)
· “In Him all things hold together” 







~Colossians 1:17
· Wisdom is a grace we both receive and _______________________.
