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A. Pathology
1. What slander is: speaking _______________ against a brother or sister.
What is forbidden:
a. ________________________, uncharitable talk 
b. Relishing news that confirms our suspicions
c. A judgmental spirit--being a detective for ___________ rather than for ________________
d. Condescension—a self-_______________, self-righteous spirit
2. What slander isn’t:
· It does not mean that we ____________________ make moral evaluations or judgments
· Fidelity to the truth and love require careful reflection and discernment.
B. Why is slander so ____________________________?
1. We judge the one we ought to _______________
Disobey the royal law: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”




~James 2:8
2. We judge the law we ought to _________________
We step outside and above the law—we make ourselves the exception
3. We judge the __________________________
4. Core pathology: pride 
· “A dreadful _______ of self-knowledge lies behind every judgment passed on a fellow Christian.”       ~Motyer
· “Who are you?”
C. Slander’s medicine
1. See ____________________________
· Don’t take yourself too ________________________! Don’t get stuck on your sense of dignity.
· Mind your own _________________________…
· But what if the problem is your business? Some guidelines:
a. Talk should be primarily directed to the brother or sister
b. Talk about the person should be ______________________
c. The truth must spoken in _________________ 






~Ephesians 4:15
· It should spring from loving purposes: better understanding and ___________________________
· Truth must always be for the brother.
d. Talk more to the ___________________ than to one another 
2. See others aright
a. We are _____________________
b. We are ______________________________--“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
3. See ___________________
· Jesus said: “He who has seen me has seen the Father” 






~John 14:9
· Jesus took our place on the stand.  Though innocent, he was jeered and mocked and slandered, yet he said nothing in his defense.
· The Gospel: “In our place _______________________ he stood”
· “Mercy triumphed over judgment”

~James 2:13
